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INTRODUCTION
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The choices you make for Sixth Form study will have a significant impact on the rest of your life.
This booklet, together with the IB guide, provides information about the pathways available to you
and guidance on what to consider during the decision-making process.
There are two pathways through the Sixth Form at St Edward’s: The International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme and the A Level. For information about the IB please refer to the relevant
guide. The majority of A Level courses are linear in nature and only examined in the Summer
Term of the Upper Sixth year; other subjects are examined in a modular fashion with exams taken
at the end of the Lower and Upper Sixth years.
The A Level and IB Programmes can afford different opportunities to pupils. The teaching staff at
St Edward’s will be on hand to offer any support and guidance you might need, but it is important
that you also invest the time yourself in making the right choice for you. Choices will be finalised at
the beginning of March.

INTRODUCTION

Introduction

The following gives you some general guidance:
•

The range of choices on offer at Sixth Form can be daunting so it is important that you are
careful and systematic in the decision-making process. It is worthwhile recording the details
of any conversations you have with parents and staff. You will then be able to build a table of
pros and cons for subject choices and type of programme, IB or A Level.

•

If you have a particular career in mind that requires study in a specific subject, make sure that
you include this in your thinking (for example, if you are considering Medicine, you must take
Chemistry). Mr Vaughan-Fowler (Head of Careers Education) or Mr Thomas (Head of Higher
Education) will be able to advise you.

•

Sixth Form study gives you the chance to develop your interests and skills in subjects which
will be of benefit in your adult life. A breadth of subjects generally contributes to developing
a wide range of skills and affords more opportunities once you leave school. A narrow range
however is appropriate for specific careers in areas such as scientific research.

•

Some people thrive under the pressure of exams and easily obtain good results. Others find
coursework allows them to employ a systematic approach over a longer period to achieve
impressive results.

We very much hope that you will find the process of Sixth Form course and subject choice both
stimulating and encouraging. Please feel free to approach us if we can be of any help. Our email
addresses are below.

Mr M.J.Albrighton
Deputy Head – Academic
albrightonm@stedwardsoxford.org
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A LEVEL

A Level
The A Level pathway is built upon extensive study of three subjects. This study is complemented
by St Edward’s bespoke Taught Skills programme – a taught curriculum building Skills in Advanced
Learning and Thinking. Taught Skills supports the completion of an Extended Project (detailed on
page 8) and helps pupils prepare for study at university and beyond.
The national A Level curriculum review of 2013/14 resulted in an overhaul of subject content
and style of examination. The changes have been broadly welcomed as they provide for more
rigour and challenge. The new courses contain 20% more material than their predecessors and
are examined only in the Upper Sixth year. Pupils should scrutinise course detail carefully as skill
requirements may have shifted significantly from that required in previous years. Examination of
A Level Biology, for example, contains more mathematical calculations than previously and
therefore should not be taken by pupils with a low IGCSE Maths grade.
Pupils taking the A Level pathway may choose their subjects from the options below:
Art
Biology
Chemistry
Classical Civilisations
Design
Economics
English
French

Geography
German
Greek
History
History of Art
Jewellery
Latin
Mathematics

Mathematics with Further
Maths
Music
Physics
Religious Studies
Spanish
Theatre Studies

NB. The programme available may vary depending on demand and timetabling constraints.
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A LEVEL

Notes:
1. Greek is also available as a third or fourth option.
2. Further Mathematics may be taken only with Mathematics. Further Mathematics is not
considered as a discrete subject to Mathematics and so is taken only as a fourth subject.
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EXTENDED PROJECT

Extended Project
AQA
The Extended Project qualification is a compulsory part of the A Level programme and supported
by the St Edward’s Taught Skills SALT programme.

What is the AQA Extended Project?
There are two types of Extended Project:
1. To produce an artefact, work of art or composition and then write a 2,000 word report on it.
2. To write a 5,000 word essay on a topic of your choice.
For both of the above you are also required to produce a 14 page Log to document your research
and learning experiences and deliver a 10 minute presentation on your project. The EPQ is a
process which requires consistent effort over time; it is more than simply ‘writing an essay’.

Rewards:
•

The EPQ is worth half of an A Level and offers candidates valuable UCAS points.

•

Studying an issue in depth helps one to become an expert in the chosen field of research.

•

The EPQ is a significant contributor to a candidate’s statement on the UCAS application.

•

Universities respect this qualification because its successful completion says much about an
individual’s work ethic.

When do I do the EPQ?
•

It is best to work out an area of study and to do some general reading during the summer
holiday before Sixth Form.

•

In the Autumn Term of the Lower Sixth year a supervisor is allocated to you and then begins
the detailed research phase on the chosen subject area. During the Christmas holidays further
research is completed and 2,000 words on the Project are written.

•

By the end of the May Exeat you will have completed a full draft of the essay and you will
have discussed your Presentation with your supervisor which is given in June. The completed
Project, Log and Presentation are emailed to the supervisor shortly afterwards.

Qualities needed for a successful Extended Project candidate:
•

Independence of thought and action

•

Someone who can work well with a supervisor on a one-to-one basis

•

Hard work and good time-management skills

•

Self-motivation

If you have any queries please contact Mr Lambe, Project Co-ordinator
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The following factors should be considered before making final choices. Please note that a few
subjects are available only on one of the A Level or IB pathways.
Interest and Enjoyment – The Sixth Form gives you much more opportunity to make choices
about what you study than so far in your school career. Remember, however, that there is often
a considerable difference between the syllabus content of a subject at GCSE and Sixth Form
level, so make sure you know what the new syllabus will involve. Remember also that you will be
expected to engage in self-directed learning beyond the classroom.
Prior Performance – You should be predicted and expect to achieve at least a grade 7 at
GCSE in any subject you intend to study at A Level or IB Higher Level. If you are concerned that
you may not be able to achieve the required grade, you should consult with the relevant Head of
Department as to your acceptance on to a Sixth Form course. Under such circumstances the Head
of Department will reflect upon prior attitude to learning and contribution to a positive classroom
environment. In the case of “new” subjects in the Sixth Form, we ask for at least a 7 in a related
GCSE subject. For Drama and Theatre Studies, Classical Civilisation and History of Art, this is
English; for RS, English or History; for Economics, pupils need grade 7 at GCSE in Maths and English.
Combinations of Subjects – This is less of an issue with IB than it is with A Level, because the
IB has breadth built in. At A Level, some subjects naturally support each other. For example, it
is sensible for Biologists to study Chemistry, and Physicists would be wise to take a Mathematics
course. Others go together in the sense that scientists might choose three science subjects, and
linguists two languages. There is a degree of overlap between some subjects (Biology and Physical
Education, for instance) and you should take advice about choosing both subjects.

C H O O S I N G YO U R S U B J E C T S

Choosing your subjects:
further thoughts

Usefulness – Employers, as well as those controlling access to university, are concerned with a
number of intangible qualities as well as good performance at A Level or in the IB Diploma. These
include resilience, initiative, imagination and ability to work independently or in a team. Choose a
combination of subjects that will allow you to develop both your academic skills and your personal
qualities.
Future Career – Some careers require specific Sixth Form subject courses as qualifications
and in some cases there is very little choice. This applies particularly to careers such as Medicine,
Veterinary Surgery, Engineering, and many Science-based careers. You need to research your
options carefully, and further advice on these and other courses can be obtained from the Careers
and Higher Education Departments, tutors, Housemasters and Housemistresses.
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A RT

Art
AQA
Pupils are encouraged to develop their own practical skills, and to become independent thinkers
and learners. Alongside their own practice pupils develop their ability to research and investigate
historical, cultural and contemporary art practices to inform their own work.
We offer the AQA A Level in Art and Design in three titles. Depending on the individual pupil’s
strengths and experience a choice can be made from the following:
Fine Art – Pupils produce work in one or more areas including: painting, drawing, mixed-media,
sculpture, land art, installation, printmaking, lens-based and/or light-based media.
Textile Design – Pupils produce work in one or more areas including: printed and/or dyed
fabrics and materials, domestic textiles, wallpaper, constructed textiles and installed textiles.
Three Dimensional-design – Pupils produce work in one or more areas including: ceramics
and sculpture using a variety of media.
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

Personal
Investigation

96 marks
(60% of A Level)

CONTENT

Practical investigation supported by written material.
• Pupils are required to conduct a practical
investigation into an idea, issue, concept or theme,
supported by written material. The focus of the
investigation must be identified independently by
the pupils and must lead to a finished outcome or a
series of related finished outcomes.
• Pupils should carefully select, organise and present
their work for their Personal Investigation to
ensure it is well structured and provides evidence
that meets the requirements of all four assessment
objectives.
• Pupils are required to submit a written component
of 1,000-3,000 words related to their topic. The
essay, which can be presented in the form of a
journal or a traditional essay, must be illustrated
and written in continuous prose, using specialist
vocabulary appropriate to the subject.

Externally set
assignment

Preparatory period
+ 15 hr supervised
time
96 marks
(40% of A Level)

Response to an externally set assignment.
• The exam board will issue papers with eight
questions to be used as starting points. Pupils are
required to select one. Pupils will be provided with
examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as
possible after that date.
• Following a period of preparatory work, pupils
must complete 15 hours of unaided, supervised
time. In the 15 hours pupils must produce a
finished outcome or a series of related finished
outcomes, informed by their preparatory work.
• Preparatory work and the work produced during
the 15 hours of supervised time will be assessed
together, as a whole, against all four assessment
objectives.
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Edexcel
This course has been designed to interest anyone who wishes to understand the structure and
functioning of living things and provides a comprehensive coverage of the ideas which underpin
modern Biology. Among the many benefits, this specification is designed to encourage:
•

an enthusiasm for Biology

•

practical skills alongside understanding of concepts

•

an appropriate foundation for Biology-related courses at university

B I O LO G Y

Biology

A Level or Higher Level IB Biology are equally viable options for pupils considering Medicine
(and related degrees). The course is split into 10 topics:
1. Biological molecules

6. Microbiology and pathogens

2. Cells, viruses and reproduction
of living things

7. Modern genetics

3. Classification and biodiversity
4. Exchange and transport

8. Origins of genetic variation
9. Control systems
10. Ecosystems

5. Energy for biological processes
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Paper 1

1¾ hr exam
(30% of final grade)

Topics 1-7

Paper 2

1¾ hr exam
(30% of final grade)

Topics 1-4, 8-10

Paper 3

2½ hr exam
(40% of final grade)

Topics 1-10

Practical Competency

Continuously internally
assessed over the 2 years

16 Core Practicals

Whilst not a strict barrier to entry, history shows that candidates who take Double Award Science
find the jump to A Level Biology extremely difficult. It is also worth noting that Mathematics makes
up 10% of the marks in the final exams so proficiency in that subject is also strongly advised.

Practical Competency
Pupils will be awarded either a “Pass” or a “Not Reported”. A “Pass” requires the safe and sensible
completion of the practicals and while performance will have no direct bearing on any final grade,
candidates can expect some related exam questions. Some university courses may require a “Pass”
in addition to any offer made.
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C H E M I S T RY

Chemistry
OCR Salters
Chemistry is the study of the properties and reactions of substances and their applications in our
lives. Chemistry is an essential subject for many scientific courses at university, such as Medicine,
Materials Science and Biological Sciences, as well as Chemistry itself, due to its intellectual
rigour and the fact it is the ‘central science’. Human existence is reliant upon, and is constantly
being transformed by, chemistry: medicines, drugs, dyes, pigments, foods, flavours, vitamins,
antioxidants, fireworks, explosives, fuels, fertilisers, plastics, diamonds, batteries… the scope of
study is boundless.
The OCR specification slots the “Chemical Ideas” of the course into “Chemical Storylines” –
“Elements of Life”, “Developing Fuels”, “Elements from the Sea”, “The Ozone Story”, “What’s in a
Medicine”, “The Chemical Industry”, “Polymers and Life”, “The Oceans”, “Developing Metals”, and
“Colour by Design”. All the traditional concepts of chemistry are present in the course with OCR
being well known for its rigour and being excellent at preparing pupils for chemistry-based courses at
university. Practical skills are taught throughout the course, linked to the relevant concepts, leading to
fulfilment of the requirements of the Practical Endorsement.
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COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

Fundamentals
of Chemistry

110 marks
2¼ hr
Multiple-choice, short answer and extended response questions.

Scientific Literacy
in Chemistry

100 marks
2¼ hr
Short answer and extended response questions, including
questions on a pre-release Advance Notice article.

Practical Skills
in Chemistry

60 marks
1½ hr written paper
Short answer and extended response questions.

Practical endorsement
in Chemistry

Non exam assessment
Performance in this component is reported separately to
the performance in the A Level.

OCR
If you are interested in the myths, literature, history and culture of the ancient world, then Classical
Civilisation A Level is for you.
No prior knowledge is required, although you will need a proven record in English or History. You
will study Greek and Roman Civilisations using a range of primary sources, including literature, and
visual and material culture.
The course includes a variety of interesting and complementary topics, and is a highly considered
A Level option, which enriches any combination of subjects, and helps build much valued critical and
evaluative skills.
The Department makes excellent use of resources to be found in the Ashmolean Museum, and
invites internationally renowned experts to present at the twice-termly meetings of the Lyne Society.

Higher Education
Classical Civilisation is a popular degree in many universities, either standing alone or in combination
with Archaeology and Anthropology. Oxford offers a fascinating course in Ancient and Modern
History, as well as one in Classical Archaeology and Ancient History, for which the knowledge of a
classical language is not necessary.

C L A S S I C A L C I V I L I S AT I O N

Classical Civilisation

Candidates take topics from a total of three different modules across the two years as follows:

Lower Sixth Year
1. The World of the Hero (Part 1)
Pupils study either Homer’s Iliad
or Odyssey in an English translation

2. Culture and the Arts
Pupils study one topic focussing on visual culture
and literature from the classical world, chosen from:
Greek theatre
Imperial image
Invention of the barbarian
Greek art

Upper Sixth Year
1. The World of the Hero (Part 2)
Pupils study Virgil’s Aeneid
in an English translation

2. Beliefs and Ideas
Pupils study one topic focussing on classical thought,
chosen from:
Greek religion
Love and relationships
Politics of the Late Republic
Democracy and the Athenians

EXAMINATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

World of the Hero, Parts 1 and 2:
2 hour 20 minutes paper; 40% of total
Culture and the Arts:
1¾ paper; 30% of total
Beliefs and Ideas
1¾ hr paper; 30% of total
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PRODUCT DESIGN (3D DESIGN)

Product Design (3D Design)
A Level (AQA)
The modern subject of Product Design offers progressive synergy between creative ideas and
precision engineering. Modern Product Design uses the tool kit of the 21st century succinctly to
prototype Human-Centred Design so that a product can be innovated. It is a process that starts
with understanding the needs of the consumer and ends in the development of a solution that is
tailor-made to suit their need. Solutions will be the outcome of rigorous research and application
of knowledge and understanding.
The specification offers candidates opportunities to acquire and demonstrate:
•

Knowledge and understanding of the world of designing and making

•

An awareness of how styles have changed through history and the work of influential
designers including the opportunity to handle and analyse the latest products from
contemporary designers

•

Flair and technological capabilities through the making of quality outcomes

•

An awareness of industrial processes and manufacturing techniques that underpin the
manufacture of products and systems within products

•

Awareness of the responsibilities of designers and technologists to mankind through an
increasing knowledge of the potentials and hazards inherent in technological advancement.

•

Realisation of products using the Department’s extensive range of equipment.

Where it leads
The course leads naturally into all engineering disciplines and all design vocations, including
architecture. In the past many pupils from St Edward’s have gone on to read related subjects
at university. The strategic and creative thinking the course teaches can be readily applied to
Management Training, Law or Teaching, and has been by past pupils of St Edward’s.

Scheme of Assessment
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TITLE

CONTENT

%

1. Non-Exam
assessment

Practical Application of Technical,
designing and making principles

50%

2.Theory Paper 1
Technical Principles

A mixture of short answer
and extended responses
2½ hr

30%

3.Theory Paper 2
Designing and
Making Principles

Section A: Product Analysis
Section B: Commercial Manufacture
1½ hr

20%

AQA
The subject content details the knowledge, understanding and skills that pupils are expected to
develop throughout the course of study.
The subject content for A Level Drama and Theatre Studies is divided into three components:
1. Drama and theatre
2. Creating original drama
3. Making theatre
In the practical components pupils may specialise in performing, lighting, sound, set, costume,
puppets and/or directing.

Assessments
COMPONENT 1:
DRAMA AND THEATRE

• Knowledge and
understanding of drama
and theatre
• Study of two set plays,
one chosen from List A,
one chosen from List B –
both lists are a selection
of plays provided by the
exam board
• Analysis and evaluation of
the work of live theatre
makers

COMPONENT 2:
CREATING ORIGINAL DRAMA
(PRACTICAL)

• Process of creating devised
drama
• Performance of devised
drama (pupils may
contribute as performer,
designer or director)
• Devised piece must be
influenced by the work
and methodologies of one
prescribed practitioner
How it’s assessed

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 3 hr
• 80 marks
• 40% of A Level

• Working notebook (40
marks)
• Devised performance
(20 marks)
• 30% of A Level
This component is marked
by teachers and moderated
by AQA.

COMPONENT 3:
MAKING THEATRE
(PRACTICAL)

• Practical exploration and
interpretation of three
extracts each taken from a
different play
• Methodology of a
prescribed practitioner
must be applied to Extract
3

D R A M A A N D T H E AT R E S T U D I E S

Drama and Theatre Studies

• Extract 3 is to be
performed as a final
assessed piece (pupils may
contribute as performer,
designer or director)
• Reflective report analysing
and evaluating theatrical
interpretation of all three
extracts
How it’s assessed
• Performance of Extract 3
(40 marks)
• Reflective report (20
marks)
• 30% of A Level
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ECONOMICS

Economics
Edexcel
Economics is taught as a fully linear A Level subject with all examinations taken at the end of the
two year course. During this time pupils will develop a curiosity in, and passion for, the subject
by studying the contribution of economics to the understanding of the wider political and social
environment in today’s modern world. The study of economics is demanding and rigorous. Over
time, pupils’ understanding of the concepts will grow, allowing them to consider with confidence
taking the subject at university.
There are no particular requirements in terms of GCSE for studying Economics at A Level,
nevertheless those with a relatively weak GCSE profile may well find it difficult to gain a sound
understanding of some of the more complex economic concepts, and we strongly recommend
a grade A* at GCSE Maths. The correlation between Mathematics and Economics continues to
grow stronger. Candidates will be required to conduct quantitative analysis and interpret a variety
of graphical representations. The ability to write clearly is important for success in grade terms as
many of the exam questions require extensive written responses. As far as subject combinations
are concerned, Mathematics is a preferable companion. However, Economics is quite different
from any other discipline, closest perhaps to Philosophy to the extent that the subject emphasises
logical and intellectual processes. Indeed the development of these logical skills and capabilities is
perhaps the main benefit of studying Economics.
All pupils will study:
Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure
Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies
Theme 3: Business behaviour and labour markets
Theme 4: A global perspective
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE EXAMINATION

Paper 1: Markets and
business behaviour

2 hr
(35% of the
total mark)

Multiple-choice, data response and essay
questions assessing themes 1 and 3

Paper 2:The national
and global economy

2 hr
(35% of the
total mark)

Multiple-choice, data response and essay
questions assessing themes 2 and 4

Paper 3:
Microeconomics and
Macroeconomics

2 hr
(30% of the
total mark)

Data-response and essay questions assessing
all four themes

There is no coursework element to this course.
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Cambridge International Examinations
It is first and foremost the aim of the English Department to help pupils develop an
appreciation for a wide range of literature, and to stimulate a passionate interest in
discussing and exploring the various moral, philosophical and intellectual challenges which
are made by literary texts of all kinds, all in a context of emphasising the enjoyment
of this kind of study. Thus, a Sixth Form English classroom might resound with witty
discussion, reasoned debate or even impassioned argument on subjects as wide-ranging
as religion, politics, philosophy, history and others. English Literature is a course that
touches on a huge variety of other subjects, and therefore complements almost any
other A Level combination.
You will need to be interested in reading some of the most remarkable and fascinating
literature in the world, and investigating the ideas and society of the people who wrote
it; you will need to be brave enough to contribute your own conclusions – even in the
face of others’ ideas which conflict with your own – and explain how you arrived at them;
you will need to have a natural sympathy with other people, the language they use and
the importance of understanding them. In return, you will be given every opportunity
to show that you can be original and scholarly in your work – both as a reader and as
a writer; you will be taught by a terrific team of teachers who share both a passion for
their subject and an outstanding record of attaining the very best results for their classes.
Above all, you will discover an experience that is enriching, rewarding and fun.
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT*

CONTENT

Drama and
Poetry

2 hr examination
(25%)

• All My Sons (Miller)

Prose and
Unseen

2 hr examination
(25%)

• Howard’s End (Forster)

Shakespeare
and Drama

2 hr examination
(25%)

• The Winter’s Tale (Shakespeare)

Pre- and
Post-1900

2 hr examination
(25%)

• Paradise Lost IX-X (Milton)

E N G L I S H L I T E R AT U R E

English Literature

• Poems by Gillian Clarke

• Unseen poetry/prose/drama text

• The Glass Menagerie (Williams)

• Mrs Dalloway (Woolf )

* Each assessment is made by a 2 hour examination, containing a choice of passage
and whole-text questions.
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GEOGRAPHY

Geography
CIE
A Level Geography is unique in bridging the social sciences (human geography) with the natural sciences (physical
geography). Human geography concerns the understanding of the dynamics of cultures, societies and economies,
and physical geography concerns the understanding of the dynamics of physical landscapes and the environment.
It is an excellent subject to study in its own right but also has many transferable skills relevant to Science, Mathematics
and English, as it encourages the development of a wide range of skills. It allows the pupil with an aptitude for
sciences to develop important literacy skills and one with a propensity for arts to develop essential numeracy and
graphical skills.
A Level Geography does have a distinct emphasis which makes it particularly relevant to today’s world and this is
clearly embedded in the syllabus aims. They are to:
•

Develop awareness of the relevance of Geography to understanding and solving contemporary environmental
problems

•

Understand the main elements of Physical Geography and Human Geography and the interdependence
between them

•

Understand the processes operating at different scales within physical and human environments

•

Explain the causes and effects of change over space and time on different environments

•

Develop an appreciation of the nature, value, limitations and importance of different approaches to analysis
and explanation in geography

•

Increase knowledge of, and ability to use and apply, appropriate skills and techniques including fieldwork

Topics covered include: hydrology and fluvial geomorphology, atmosphere and weather, rocks and weathering,
population, migration, settlement dynamics, hazardous environments, arid and semi-arid environments, global
interdependence, economic transition.
Example scheme of external assessment:
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COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENTS

Paper 1: Core
Physical Geography

1½ hr
60 marks
Weighting – 25%

• Section A – three data response questions (30 marks)

Paper 2: Core
Human Geography

1½ hr
60 marks
Weighting – 25%

• Section A – three data response questions (30 marks)

Paper 3:
Advanced Physical
Options

1½ hr
60 marks
Weighting – 25%

• Candidates answer questions on two of the optional topics

Paper 4:
Advanced Human
Options

1½ hr
60 marks
Weighting – 25%

• Candidates answer questions on two of the optional topics

• One structure question from a choice of three (30 marks)

• One structure question from a choice of three (30 marks)

• Each topic consists of one structured question (10 marks)
and a choice of essay questions (20 marks)

• Each topic consists of one structured question (10 marks)
and a choice of essay questions (20 marks)

GEOGRAPHY
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H I S TO RY

History
OCR
“Historians are dangerous people.They are capable of upsetting anything.”
KHRUSHCHEV

History naturally lends itself to speculation, investigation and enquiry. History is difficult to
define and it can be used for different puposes, from Sallust’s belief that history is a story to
keep alive “the memory of great deeds” through to Trevelyan’s understanding of history as the
basis of all human studies. The skills required by historians such as synthesis, analysis, scepticism,
an understanding of human relations and an ability to communicate their arguments in a stylish
and readable manner are just as important for today’s pupils as they were generations ago. The
History Department offers pupils the chance to follow a Mediaeval or Modern History course
provided by the OCR Examination Board.
COMPONENT

MEDIAEVAL

MODERN

Unit 1

Anglo-Saxon England and the
Norman Conquest 1035-1107

Britain 1930-97

Unit 2

The Crusades and the Crusader States
1095-1192

The French Revolution
and Napoleon 1774-1815

Unit 3

The Church and Mediaeval Heresy
c.1100-1437

The Middle East 1908-2011
Ottomans to Arab Spring

Unit 4

4,000 word coursework assignment

4,000 word coursework assignment

It is not necessary to have taken GCSE History in order to study History at A Level. During the
two-year course pupils learn about a number of issues which have shaped the politics and culture
of our world. In addition, a range of skills, including the ability to debate, think creatively and
cogently, summarise views and opinions are all rigorously developed.
The History Department offers a number of trips and visits to complement the topics being covered
such as tours to Israel, Russia, Poland, Normandy and Rome. In addition we attend lectures and talks
in London and make the most of opportunities offered by the University of Oxford.
The Sixth Form History Society, The Blenheim, allows pupils the chance to hear leading historians
discuss their interests and research. The Blenheim is also a forum for allowing pupils to present
papers and talks and to interact with the IB pupils. Sixth Form historians are also to be found in the
Senior Debating Society and the Model United Nations Society.
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Edexcel
History of Art is a fascinating and absorbing subject that can lead to university courses, is useful
for any future career, and provides the basis for a life-long interest. It is a subject that suits anyone
who is curious about the past and its paintings, objects and buildings, who has a strong leaning
towards the visual and wants to develop good analytical and writing skills. Pupils will learn to write
effectively using appropriate art-historical terminology, read round the subject and visit relevant
exhibitions and galleries. History of Art has obvious inter-disciplinary benefits which provide a
good training for university research and study.
The new syllabus provides two units, the first delivering both core skills of visual literacy, important
in today’s world, and allowing for the study of two Themes. For the second unit we will study the
Renaissance in Italy, and Pop Life: British and American contemporary art and architecture. The
course includes both named artists and a selection of works beyond the European tradition as well
as the chance to study additional works of our choice, enabling us to make use of our locality in
Oxford and proximity to London.

H I S TO RY O F A RT

History of Art

We offer a History of Art trip to Florence and one to New York, and in both years there will be
a variety of UK and Oxford visits to see important works and buildings; these trips will provide an
ideal opportunity to reinforce work done in the classroom.
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Paper 1:Visual
Analysis and Themes

3 hr
110 marks
50% of the qualification

Section A: Visual Analysis
For each of the following there is
a single, compulsory question that
requires a comment on an unseen
photograph of:
• A painting
• A sculpture
• A photograph
Section B: Themes
• Nature in art and architecture
• War in art and architecture
For each theme there is a single
compulsory question in two parts.

Paper 2: Periods

3 hr
110 marks
50% of the qualification

Two periods from a choice of five:
• Invention and illusion: The
Renaissance in Italy (1420-1520)
• Pop life: British and American
contemporary art and architecture
(1960-2015)
For each period there is a single
compulsory question in four parts.
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Jewellery, Silversmithing and
Decorative Arts
OCR Art and Design: Three-dimensional Design
Pupils are encouraged to develop practical skills, creativity, imagination and independence based
on personal experience, taught decorative arts, body adornment and silversmithing techniques
alongside critical understanding of the works of artist and designers. Learners show this through
their responses to a range of stimuli.
The aims and learning outcomes of this qualification are to enable learners to develop:
•

Intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities

•

Investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, aesthetic
understanding and critical judgement

•

Independence of mind in developing, refining and communicating their own ideas, their own
intentions and their own personal outcomes

•

The experience of working with a broad range of media

•

An understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design processes and an
awareness of the contexts in which jewellery design and decorative arts operates

Learners will develop a deep understanding of 3D art and design and the ability to critically
evaluate their own work and the works of others. Learners will be able to tailor their course to fit
their needs, choices and aspirations in order to follow their chosen progression route through to
a wide range of Further or Higher Education courses including Jewellery/Silversmithing, Applied
Arts, Design Crafts, Fashion, Sculpture and Fine Art.

Content overview
Component 01: Personal investigation 60%
There are two distinct elements:
•

A practical portfolio with supporting contextual research in response to a set theme. The
portfolio may be presented in a format appropriate to the specialism and area of study
chosen.

•

A related study using words and illustrations demonstrating the context in which their
portfolio exists, exploring the relevant genre, subject matter, movement or historical
framework of the selected theme.

Component 02: Externally set task 40%
Students can choose a starting point from any of the seven given themes for which they will
generate an appropriate personal response for assessment. They will carry out preparatory work
to research, plan and develop their ideas, before engaging in 15 hours of supervised time to
complete their work.

OCR
In Latin and/or Greek* you are studying languages, literatures, and civilisations – all of which
have had a profound influence in shaping the modern world.
This course offers you the opportunity to study broad aspects of the Greco-Roman world. You
will acquire understanding of the culture, politics and social life of Greece and Rome at significant
periods of their history, depending on the texts under study. By the end of the Lower Sixth you
will have acquired an understanding of linguistic structures, you will be able to read and make a
personal response to a varied selection of Greco-Latin literature. The skills and knowledge gained
will be built upon and expanded during the Upper Sixth. You can expect to be taught with a great
deal of individual support and guidance.
*OCR recognises that those embarking on Greek A Level may not have studied the language for as many years.
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

OVERVIEW

Unseen
Translation (01)

Externally assessed
written paper
100 marks
1¾ hr
Weighting – 33%

The Unseen Translation question paper has two
sections. Candidates answer both sections.

Prose
Composition or
Comprehension
(02)

Externally assessed
written paper
50 marks
1¼ hr
Weighting – 17%

You may take Latin,
Greek or both as part
of a three or four
A Level strategy.
The two courses are
parallel and the work
done in one reinforces
understanding and
learning in the other.

L AT I N A N D G R E E K

L AT I N A N D G R E E K

Latin and Greek

• In Section A, candidates will translate a passage of
unseen prose into English. This is worth 50 marks.
• In Section B, candidates will translate a passage of
unseen verse into English. This is worth 45 marks.
They will also have to scan two lines of verse,
worth 5 marks.
The Prose Composition or Comprehension question
paper has two sections. Candidates answer either
Section A or Section B.
• In Section A, candidates will complete a short
translation, answer comprehension questions and
grammar questions.
• In Section B, candidates will translate a passage
of English, of at least 100 words, into the
ancient language.

Prose
Literature (03)

Externally assessed
written paper
75 marks
2 hr
Weighting – 25%

The Prose Literature question paper has three
sections. Candidates answer one question from
each section.
• In Section A, candidates will answer questions on
the set text they have studied from Group 1. In
Section B, candidates will answer questions on the
set text they have studied from Group 2. In both
sections, there will be comprehension questions,
set text translation and an analysis question.
• In Section C, candidates will write an essay on
the set text they have studied from Group 2
drawing upon the additional reading they have
done in English.

Verse Literature
(04)

Externally assessed
written paper
75 marks
2 hr
Weighting – 25%

The Verse Literature question paper has three
sections. Candidates answer one question from
each section.
• In Section A, candidates will answer questions on
the set text they have studied from Group 3. In
Section B, candidates will answer questions on the
set text they have studied from Group 4. In both
sections, there will be comprehension questions,
set text translation and an analysis question.
• In Section C, candidates will write an essay on
the set text they have studied from Group 4
drawing upon the additional reading they have
done in English.
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Edexcel
Mathematics A Level is a challenging yet rewarding course which is well respected by universities
and employers alike. As part of the course, you will take a much deeper look at aspects of the
GCSE syllabus such as trigonometry, functions and calculus as well as exploring new concepts such
as logarithms and probability distributions.
During the first year of the course, you will focus mainly on core mathematics, the more abstract
theoretical content built around algebra, calculus and trigonometry. In the Upper Sixth, you will
continue with core mathematics, but will also be introduced to statistics and mechanics, where you
will be introduced to subjects such as Bayesian probability, hypothesis testing, kinematic modelling
and connected particles. Throughout the course you will be encouraged to make use of graphical
calculators.
It should be noted that those who succeed at A Level tend to be those with at least a level 8 at
iGCSE, as the course builds immediately on some of the more difficult IGCSE content.
Common university courses for pupils with A Level in Mathematics:
•

Economics

•

Physics

•

Engineering

•

Chemistry

•

Accountancy and finance

•

Mathematics

•

Medicine

•

Computer Science

The course is assessed at the end of the Upper Sixth with the following examinations:
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Pure Mathematics

Two 2 hr examinations

• Proof
• Algebra and functions
• Coordinate Geometry
• Sequences and Series
• Trigonometry
• Calculus
• Vectors

Statistics
and Mechanics

One 2 hr examination

Part A: Statistics:
• Data Presentation and interpretation
• Probability
• Statistical Distributions
• Hypothesis Testing
Part B: Mechanics:
• Kinematics
• Forces and Newton’s Laws
• Moments
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M AT H E M AT I C S

M AT H E M AT I C S

Mathematics

Edexcel
For the most able mathematicians, Further Mathematics is an exciting and challenging addition
to A Level Maths. It can only be taken in addition to A Level Maths and consists of an additional
four examinations. If you take Further Mathematics A Level you will be taught the entire single
Mathematics A Level in the Lower Sixth and move on to the Further Mathematics content in the
Upper Sixth.
The Further Maths components introduce pupils to such topics as complex numbers, proof,
matrix algebra, and differential equations.
This course is particularly suitable for those wishing to study Computer Science, Physics,
Engineering or Mathematics at university.
We require those wishing to take Further Mathematics to have a level 9 at iGCSE, and in most
cases to have obtained a good grade at Additional Maths or equivalent in Fifth Form.
In addition to the single A Level examinations, candidates for Further Mathematics will sit the
following papers:
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Core Mathematics

Two 1½ hr examinations

• Proof

F U RT H E R M AT H E M AT I C S

F U RT H E R M AT H E M AT I C S

Further Mathematics

• Complex Numbers
• Hyperbolic Functions
• Differential Equations
• Matrices
Option Paper 1

One 1½ hr examination

Take one of the following four options:
• A: Further Pure Mathematics 1
• B: Further Statistics 1
• C: Further Mechanics 1
• D: Decision Mathematics 1

Option Paper 2

One 1½ hr examination

Take one of the following seven options:
• A: Further Pure Mathematics 2
• B: Further Statistics 1
• C: Further Mechanics 1
• D: Decision Mathematics 1
• E: Further Statistics 2
• F: Further Mechanics 2
• G: Decision Mathematics 2
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French, Spanish and German: AQA
This course is designed for pupils who have taken an IGCSE in a foreign language and who are
keen to develop their linguistic skills, cultural awareness, fluency and written competence. It is a
two year course, “it constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society.
Books and film studies are part of the course. Using a selection of native sources, pupils hone their
written, speaking, listening and reading skills alongside laying strong grammatical foundations.
Russian, Japanese and Mandarin may be offered, if practicable, on a private tuition basis only
(extra cost to be met) depending on the availability of resources.
AQA AS/A2

SKILL

WORTH

ASSESSED

AREAS

Paper 1

• Listening

100 marks
(50% of A Level)

2½ hr exam

• Media
• Popular Culture
• Healthy Living
• Family

Paper 2

• Writing

80 marks
(20% of A Level)

2 hrs

• Film or text

Paper 3

• Speaking

60 marks
(30% of A Level)

21-23 mins speaking
test (incld 5 mins
preparation)

• Individual Research
Project

MODERN LANGUAGES

MODERN LANGUAGES
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Modern Languages

MUSIC

MUSIC

Music
AQA
The skills of an academic musician go far beyond being just a performer: the fact that the A
Level challenges pupils to analyse scores deeply and delve into the world of the performer,
composer and listener, means that universities understand it to be as academic as any other core
subject. The course builds on the GCSE components of listening, composing and performing,
refining and expanding pupils’ skills to understand and analyse different genres of music. It is a
great preparation for music courses at top universities or music colleges, or equally, it is a good
complement to many subjects to prove you can think, analyse, and express ideas coherently.
A Level musicians should perform to grade 5-7 standard, although no grades are required to take
the subject. By the middle of the Upper Sixth, most will perform at grade 7-8 standard on at least
one instrument. You will be taught to compose one piece, either freely or as a set task, and to
understand harmonic progressions, filling in chords underneath a melody – past experience in
theory is a help, but not a pre-requisite.
You will listen to and analyse a wide range of styles; Baroque solo concerto, Classical opera and
Romantic piano music, and two major topics; Music for theatre and Art music since 1910. You
study some set works and learn analytical skills; the exam will include both familiar and unfamiliar
music. Evaluating music, context and the language of the composition are the important aims here.

Music Technology
The School also offers Music Technology A Level (Edexcel) on request. Candidates for this A Level
need previous experience in sequencing and recording software, and cannot undertake Music and
Music Technology A Level. Any pupils interested in Music Tech as a possible A Level choice should
contact the Head of Academic Music.

COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Performing

Concert performance
to be given in March
of Upper Sixth (35%)

Performance of at least 10 minutes on
any instrument or voice as a soloist or
in an ensemble, and/or music production
(via technology)

Composing

Coursework to be
completed by Spring
of Upper Sixth (25%)

One composition (from set brief or free)
and two harmony exercises; at least
4½ minutes in total

Appraising

One written paper,
2½ hr, taken in June
of Upper Sixth (40%)

Listening questions on unprepared music
related to the areas of study, listening to
music, dictating melodies, describing what
you hear.
Analysis questions on familiar music you
have studied.
One essay on a major topic (Music for
theatre or Art music since 1910) referring
to music you have studied.
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AQA
The AQA Level course (7408) encourages a real interest in the subject and equips the pupils
with the practical and intellectual skills necessary to take the subject into Higher Education. It is a
natural choice for those wishing to study engineering and natural sciences but would also provide
useful skills for aspiring medical pupils, architects, accountants and economists (to name just a few
professions).
This two-year, linear course provides pupils with a thorough understanding of traditional topic
areas, such as classical mechanics and engineering physics, whilst seamlessly incorporating modern
and cutting edge understanding like particle physics and quantum theories.
The terminal exam comprises three theory papers all containing a mixture of multiple choice and
structured questions. These require on strong mathematical skills and an extensive, hands-on
experience of a wide range of experiments. Pupils undertaking this course are not examined on
their practical skills through coursework or a terminal exam, but through demonstrating over the
two-year period that they are competent across a number of required skills.
We hope to make the subject come alive and show why it is so relevant in these times of rapid
technological development. Practical work plays a central role in our lessons, reinforcing theory
and enabling pupils to become highly proficient in an extensive range of equipment from digital
oscilloscopes and electrical circuits to video analysis and other data logging tools. Outside of the
classroom pupils can build on their lesson-based experiences by attending enrichment sessions on
programming and high-level problem solving activities. Entry requirements: pupils taking A Level
Physics are recommended to offer an high 7 in both Mathematics and Physics GCSE/IGCSE.
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COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Core Paper 1

2 hr examination

Measurement and Errors, Particles and Radiation,
Waves and Simple Harmonic Motion, Mechanics
and Materials, Electricity and Periodic Motion.

Core Paper 2

2 hr examination

Thermal Physics, Gravitational, Electrostatic
and Magnetic Fields, and Nuclear Physics.

Core Paper 3A
and Option
Paper 3B

2 hr examination

Practical skills and data analysis. Turning points
in Physics (both sat in the same session)

PHYSICS

PHYSICS

Physics

OCR
A Level Religious Studies is a perfect choice for pupils who value the skills of conceptual and
textual analysis. The course provides pupils with the exciting opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of developments in Christian thought, philosophy of religion, and religion and
ethics. Pupils will engage with relevant topical issues and acquire knowledge and a critical
understanding of major issues that are relevant in the twenty-first century.
Religious Studies offers the unique opportunity to develop transferable skills which will be of
benefit across all areas of study (including problem-solving, collaboration, and self-regulation).
The Russell Group of top universities has made it clear that Religious Studies A Level provides
‘suitable preparation for university generally’.
Pupils who have taken the Religious Studies GCSE will already have some knowledge of some
of the topics (see below), but the A Level course requires analysis and evaluation to a much
deeper level, and there is no expectation that pupils must have taken the RS GCSE – an interest
in developing an understanding of Theology, Philosophy and Ethics is the most important
prerequisite. The teachers in the Department have much expertise in these subjects, and pupils
who have taken the course have enjoyed grappling with the issues in a serious and intellectually
robust way.
COMPONENT

ASSESSMENT

CONTENT

Philosophy
of Religion

2 hr written paper
33.3% of A level

• Ancient philosophical influences

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Religious Studies

• The nature of the soul, mind and body
• Arguments about the existence or
non-existence of God
• The nature and impact of religious experience
• The challenge for religious belief of the
problem of evil
• Ideas about the nature of God
• Issues in religious language

Religion
and Ethics

2 hr written paper
33.3% of A level

• Normative ethical theories
• The application of ethical theory to two
contemporary issues of importance (Business
Ethics and Euthanasia)
• Ethical language and thought
• Debates surrounding the significant idea
of conscience
• Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought
of developments in religious beliefs

Developments
in Christian
thought

2 hr written paper
33.3% of A level

• Beliefs, teachings and ideas about human life,
the world and ultimate reality
• The origins and development of Christianity
• The diversity of ethics and practice
• Significant social and historical developments
in Christian thought
• The relationship between religion and society
• Challenges facing religious thought from areas
such as science, secularisation, migration and
multi-cultural societies and changing gender roles
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Contact the Registrar 01865 319200
registrar@stedwardsoxford.org
www.stedwardsoxford.org
Watch our pupils in action on Teddies TV

